
3rd Grade Tour Program 

TOUR PREP—2019 

Review Tour Theme: 
The  theme of the Art Museum Stories tour is how  

 ART tells stories 

 GALLERIES and EXHIBITIONS tell stories 

 MUSEUMS tell stories 

 art museum stories connect to STUDENT’S stories.  

Each stop on the tour focuses on a different kind of story or different way that stories are told. 

Review Tour Goals: 
1. Support learning about how to talk about and interpret works of art: 

 A. Through elements of art  

 B. Through techniques and media  

 C. Through subject matter 

 D. Through symbols 

2. Support learning about visiting museums: 

 A. Organization (art, galleries, exhibitions, etc.) 

 B.  Vocabulary 

 C. Original vs. Reproduction 

3. Support learning about what museums do: 

 A. Collecting 

 B. Conserving 

 C. Researching 

 D. Exhibiting 

 E. Educating 

Day of Your Tour: 
1. Arrive at the museum 15 minutes before your tour is to begin. 

2. Speak with the other docent about whether you will place props in the galleries or carry them. 

3. Speak with the other docent to determine which of these two tour paths you will take. 

 

 

 

Path One: 

 4th Floor 
  The Object Speaks 

20/21 
Empire of Things 
Forms of Thought 
This Land 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Path Two: 
 4th Floor 
  Empire of Things 
  Forms of Thought 
  This Land 

The Object Speaks 
  20/21 
  
   

  Page 1 



 

 
 

The Object Speaks (406) 

 1.  Luis Alfonso Jimenez  
      Howl, 1986 
      fiberglass, acrylic urethane, 
      1993.0282 

 
2.  China 

 Yaoshi fo 藥師佛 Bhaisajyaguru 

 Medicine Buddha), late 1500s-
 early 1600s, Ming Dynasty (1368-
 1644) 
       bronze, gilding, pigment, 
 1928.1791 
 

3. Luke Watson 
      totem pole, 1937  
      wood, paint, carving, 2007.3118 
 

4. Italy 
     Maria Maddalena, Grand  
 Duchess of Tuscany, 1610 
     oil on canvas, 1955.0045 
 
 

      
 
 

 
20/21 Century Gallery (405) 
5.  Mimi Smith 
      Steel Wool Peignoir, 1966  
      steel wool, nylon, lace, 
 2000.0071 
 

Empire of Things (401) 

6.  Gillis van Tilborgh 
       A Picture Gallery, 1660-1670 
       oil on canvas, 1954.0157 
 

Forms of Thought (407) 

7.  Dante Gabriel Rosseti 
      La Pia de’ Tolomei, 1868-1880 
      oil on canvas, 1956.0031 
 
This Land (407) 

8.  Sanford Robinson Gifford 
      Morning in the Adirondacks, 1867 
      oil on canvas, 1995.0144 
 
 

 

 List of Works of Art on Tour 

Path One 
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Welcome: 

Welcome to the Spencer Museum of Art! We are very happy to have you  

visit today and hope that you will come back again. 

 

Raise your hand if you have visited the Spencer before. How many have 

visited a museum before? 

 

 

Rules: 

Nod if you remember me (or the docent or your teacher) talking about expectations 

in the art museum when I visited your classroom. 

 

What are some art museum expectations? Be sure to raise your hand if you have an 

answer. We want to be sure to hear what everyone has to say, and so during the tour, 

please raise your hand. 

 Be good listeners. 

 Use a polite voice. 

 Stay within sight of your teacher or docent. 

 Remember your museum hands: 

 Museum hands stay close to your body. 

 Look with your eyes and not with your hands. 

 Leave a person-sized space between you and the works of art, cases, and walls. 

 

 

Theme: 

Today we are going to look at art and exhibitions in the museum to learn 

about how they tell stories and the stories they tell.  You may even  find that 

some of  the museum stories connect to stories about who you are. 

 

 

Tour Introduction 
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The Object Speaks 
 

 
  
 

 
 
This exhibition is titled The Object Speaks. 
 
 Nod if you remember talking about this exhibition during your docent classroom visit. 
 
 What is this exhibition about? 

 It’s about the meanings, stories, and histories that works of art carry 
with them across time, or the lifetime of the object.  
 
Even when the people, cultures, societies that made these objects 
are gone, these works of art continue to communicate their makers’ 
stories, histories, values, and beliefs.  
 
And over time, they  may even begin to tell new  stories. 

 
We are going to look at a few works of art in this exhibition to learn about what they have to tell 
us about the past and how they are still meaningful and important in the present. 
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Exhibition Overview:  





         

1. The Object Speaks 
   
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Luis Alfonso Jimenez, 1940-2006 
Howl, 1986 
fiberglass, acrylic urethane, 1993.0282 

 
 What medium, or material, is this sculpture made from?  

 Ask a student to look at the label.  
Fiberglass is an unusual material for art, isn’t it?  

 
 What other things are made with fiberglass? 

Cars  Boats      Basketball                backboards 
 

 You saw a picture of this work of art when the docent (or I) visited your classroom,  
 didn’t you?  
 
 Now that you can see the actual sculpture, what do you notice that you didn’t see in the 

slide?  glitter, backbone, tail  
  
 Is it bigger or smaller than you thought it would be? 
  
 This is a three-dimensional sculpture, and so you can see all around it in the museum. 

 
  Does this animal look ordinary or special? What makes this animal look special? 

 unusual color for a coyote 
 Sparkles 
 shiny/glossy surface 
 fiberglass—unusual material 

 
 The artist has used media (sparkles, glossy paint, fiberglass) and colors that are special and 

unusual. These choices make the coyote stand out and seem more important than your 
everyday coyote, don’t they? 
 

 
 

Focused Looking: Howl  
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1. The Object Speaks 
   

 
   

Luis Alfonso Jimenez, 1940-2006 
Howl, 1986 
fiberglass, acrylic urethane, 1993.0282 

 
  

The coyote that inspired this sculpture was important to the artist, Luis Jiminez. One night  
  he came upon a howling coyote that had been hit by a car. Because the animal had been 

so badly hurt, Jimenez was unable to save the animal. This image stayed with him and in-
spired the sculpture Howl.  

 

This experience was so memorable to Jimenez that he made works of art in a variety of  
  media about this coyote.  
 

(Prop: Howl Bronze Sculpture) 
(Prop: Howl Print) 

 

Jimenez was an American whose family was from Mexico. The use of fiberglass and glossy, 
sparkly, colorful paint also connects Jimenez’s sculpture with Latino (Latina) car culture. 
(Prop: Lowrider Picture ) 

 

The media that Jimenez chose tells the story of how important the coyote was to him and  
the story of the artist. 

 
 

 

 

This work of art connects to an important experience in the life of the    

                                             artist Luis Jiminez. Media helps communicate the importance of  

                                             the story. 

 

 

Focused Looking CONTINUED: Howl  

Concluding Idea: 
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2. The Object Speaks 
Sub-theme: Stillness 

 
 
 

China 

Yaoshi fo 藥師佛 Bhaisajyaguru (Medicine Buddha), late 1500s-early 1600s 

Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) 

bronze, gilding, pigment, 1928.1791 

 

 
 

We’re going to spend some time looking closely at and talking 
about this work of art.  
 
What shapes make up the head of this sculpture?  
How does this head look different from your own head? 
 
The body is very smooth, isn’t it?  
Where do you see rough or bumpy textures? 
 
Is this sculpture realistic (looks like a real person) or abstract 
(looks different from someone we might see in real life)? 
 
Do you think this sculpture represents a specific person, 
or a general everyday person? Why? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 9 

Focused Looking: Yaoshi fo 藥師佛 Bhaisajyaguru (Medicine Buddha) 

http://collection.spencerart.ku.edu/eMuseumPlus?service=direct/1/ResultListView/result.t1.collection_list.$TspTitleLink.link&sp=10&sp=Scollection&sp=SfieldValue&sp=0&sp=9&sp=3&sp=SdetailList&sp=0&sp=Sdetail&sp=0&sp=F&sp=T&sp=0
http://collection.spencerart.ku.edu/eMuseumPlus?service=direct/1/ResultListView/result.t1.collection_list.$TspTitleLink.link&sp=10&sp=Scollection&sp=SfieldValue&sp=0&sp=9&sp=3&sp=SdetailList&sp=0&sp=Sdetail&sp=0&sp=F&sp=T&sp=0


2. The Object Speaks 
 

 

 

China 

Yaoshi fo 藥師佛 Bhaisajyaguru (Medicine Buddha), late 1500s-early 1600s 

Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) 

bronze, gilding, pigment, 1928.1791 

 

This sculpture represents the Medicine Buddha, a holy person in the Buddhist religion, which is 
practiced widely in Asia.   
 
The artist who made this sculpture used special symbols to identify this as the Buddha.   
 For example, a heart is a symbol. What does a heart mean? 
 Specific symbols were included so that people could recognize this as the Medicine Buddha. 

Symbols that help us recognize who a person is are called attributes.    
 
Here are three symbols, or attributes, that show us that this sculpture is Buddha: 
 The usnisa (say: oosh-NEESH-ah) is the large bump on top of his head.  It is meant to show 

that Buddha knows so much that his skull had to expand to store it all. 
 The urna (say: URN-ah) is a wisp of hair in the center of the forehead that represents a third 

eye, indicating the all-seeing power of Buddha. 
 The long earlobes refer to the heavy earrings worn by Buddha as a child and young prince. 
 
We know that this is the Medicine Buddha because he is holding a healing fruit in his right hand. 
(Prop: Myrobalan Fruit) (myrobalan—Mi-rob-al-an) 
 
  The fruit is native to India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and southwestern China, and is referred to as 

 a “medicine pill” in oral tradition.  
 Oral tradition means stories that are passed down verbally from one generation to 

the next rather than being written down.  
 The stories are spoken rather than read in a book. 

 
Buddhism is an important subject in art throughout Asia. The healing fruit, which is native to 
Asia, held by this seated Buddha identifies this sculpture as the Medicine Buddha.  

 
 

This work of art tells about a particular place and religion.  

Asia and Buddhism. This sculpture communicates  and preserves information about Asia and 

Buddhism from hundreds of  years ago.  

Focused Looking Continued: Yaoshi fo 藥師佛 Bhaisajyaguru 

Concluding Idea: 
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http://collection.spencerart.ku.edu/eMuseumPlus?service=direct/1/ResultListView/result.t1.collection_list.$TspTitleLink.link&sp=10&sp=Scollection&sp=SfieldValue&sp=0&sp=9&sp=3&sp=SdetailList&sp=0&sp=Sdetail&sp=0&sp=F&sp=T&sp=0
http://collection.spencerart.ku.edu/eMuseumPlus?service=direct/1/ResultListView/result.t1.collection_list.$TspTitleLink.link&sp=10&sp=Scollection&sp=SfieldValue&sp=0&sp=9&sp=3&sp=SdetailList&sp=0&sp=Sdetail&sp=0&sp=F&sp=T&sp=0


        

3. The Object Speaks 
 
 
 

 
Luke Watson, died 1948 
totem pole, 1937  
wood, paint, carving, 2007.3118 
 

What is this? 
totem pole (Prop: Totem Pole Picture) 

 
What words would you use to describe this totem pole? 
 
What kinds of things do you see? 
 
The people and animals that you see tell stories from the Haida tribe of  
Canada and the Northwestern United States. (Prop: US Map) 

 
  The top portion portrays a story about a husband (represented fifth  
  from the top) who gave his wife (third from top) a sea otter (top figure)  
  to clean and skin. As she worked at the water’s edge, she was captured  
  and taken below the sea. With the help of a whale (sixth from top),  
  the husband journeyed underwater. He freed his wife and returned  
  with her to the mainland. 
 
  The story on the bottom portion is about a young boy who receives a  
  magical halibut (a kind of fish) (Prop: Halibut Picture) skin that allows  
  him to transform into a halibut. While traveling in halibut form, the  
  boy encounters many characters, including a giant crab (third from  
  bottom). Eventually, the boy is forced to return the skin, as it was only  
  a loan from his grandfather. 

 
 Is this a story that could happen in Kansas or not?  Why not? 
 
 What kinds of animals and places might be in a Kansas story? 
 

This work of art records and tells stories of the Haida through a painted 
sculpture.  Stories are recorded and shared in many different ways, making 
them  available to people now and in the future.  

Concluding Idea: 
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Focused Looking: totem pole 





4. The Object Speaks 

  
 

 
Italy 
Maria Maddalena, Grand Duchess of Tuscany, 1610 
oil on canvas, 1955.0045 
  

 Now we are going to look carefully at this work of art to learn about  
 how portraits tell a person’s story.  
 
 Does this woman look like an important person or an ordinary person?  
  
 What about this painting makes you think that? 

 Clothing and jewelry: jewel-encrusted robe and sleeves, gold and silver embroidery, 
intricate hand-made lace on the huge starched collar and cuffs, jewels in her hair, 
tiara with a huge jewel suspended from it, crown on the table, pearl necklace 

 Full-length portrait 
 Large portrait 
 Medium/material-painting 

 

 Describe how she’s standing. 
  Straight, upright, very solid pose, stability enhanced by resting her hand on  
  the table, chin lifted with face looking directly out at us 
 
 Strike the pose in the portrait. 

 Does this pose feel casual or formal? 
 A more formal pose communicates importance, doesn’t it? 

 

 How would a portrait of yourself look? How would you tell your story?  
 What would you include? Where would you have it taken? How would you pose? 
 Would you have your portrait painted or photographed?  
 Raise your hand if you’ve had your portrait painted. 

 Not many people have. It is more expensive than having a photograph taken.  
 It also takes longer. Imagine how challenging it would be to hold a formal pose  
 for a long period of time. 
 

This work of art tells the story of a person and time hundreds of years ago.  
Portraits are still important ways to record and share who we are, how we 
lived, and what we thought was important. 

 

Focused Looking: Maria Maddalena, Grand Duchess of Tuscany 

Concluding Idea: 
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20th and 21st Century Gallery—Visual        
Properties of Art Help Tell the Story 

 
 
 

 Art in this exhibition is organized around a particular time – the 20th & 21st Centuries.  
 Raise your hand if you know how many years are in a century.  
 Some of the most recently created works of art that the museum owns are here. 
 We call this exhibition 20/21. 
  
 While we are in 20/21, we are going to learn about the elements of art, art  
            vocabulary, and material words. 
 
 Divide students into 3 groups. Give each group one Art Vocabulary word, Element of Art, or 
Material words. 

Set the physical boundaries for this activity. Do not leave the 20/21 gallery space. Students 
can explore the East End as well.  
 

 Art Vocabulary:  
 Find one work of art that represents the word that you have been assigned. 

realistic 
abstract 
non-objective  

 
 Element of Art:  
 Find two works of art that show different examples of the element of art  
 that you have been assigned. 

color 
line 
texture 
shape 
Space 
 

 Materials: 

 Find one work of art that represents the word that you have been assigned. 

    Wax 

    Metal 

    Wood 

    Hair  

Ask each group to present their findings. 

Gallery Activity: Visual Properties 
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5. 20th and 21st Century Gallery—Visual Properties 
of Art Help Tell the Story 

  
 

 Mimi Smith,  born 1942 
 born: Brookline, Massachusetts, United States; active: United States 
 Steel Wool Peignoir, 1966  
 steel wool, nylon, lace, 2000.0071 
 
  
 

  
 How do you think the pink part of this work of art would feel? 
 
 Does the pink fabric look strong and thick or thin and sheer (see through)? 
 
 How do you think the gray parts would feel? 
  
 This work of art is called Steel Wool Peignoir. Peignoir is a name for a fancy housecoat or 
 robe. Instead of fur cuffs, the artist Mimi Smith, has used steel wool. 
 
 (Have the students feel the fur and the steel wool props). 
 
 What words would you use to describe the steel wool? The fur? 
 
 What is steel wool used for? 

 cleaning, scrubbing pots 
 taking rust off of metal 

 
 It needs to be strong and scratchy to get off stuck on stuff, doesn’t it? 
 
 The artist Mimi Smith has combined textures and colors to communicate ideas of fragility 
 and strength. These visual properties help tell the story of how something or someone can 
 be both fragile and strong. 

 
Visual properties, or the elements of art, help tell the story. 
 

 
 

Focused Looking: Steel Wool Peignoir 

Concluding Idea: 
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6. Empire of Things: The Story of Things 
 

 
 

 
Gillis van Tilborgh 
A Picture Gallery, 1660-1670 
oil on canvas, 1954.0157 
 

 
Have students sit in front of the painting 

What do you see in this painting? 
Paintings on the walls, objects on a table (musical instrument, sculpture…),  
people, dog, a collection of objects 

 
How is this painting similar to the space that you are in right now? 

Paintings on the walls, sculptures on table, people (We are the people,  
aren’t we?) 
 
Point out that they can tell that the table is a work of art because it is on  
a pedestal. 

 
If you had a collection, what would you collect? Why? 

We collect things that we like or that interest us.  
Sometimes we collect things to help us remember trips, places, or  
special events. 

 
Point out the new Cabinet of Curiosity in the space next to 20/21. A wonderful  
example of a diverse collection of objects from different times and from all over  
the world. 

 
 The works of art in this exhibition, which is called Empire of Things, were collected by 
 many different people and eventually were collected by the Spencer Museum of Art.  
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Focused Looking: A Picture Gallery 



   

Empire of Things: The Story of Things 
 

 
 
 

We are going to do an activity where you get to be the collector.  
 
Instructions to begin activity: 

 If students haven’t already been assigned a group, divide them into three groups  
     of three or four  students. Teachers might have suggestions about which students  
     should be grouped together. 
 
 Assign each group a different type of collection. Here is a list of possible types of collec-

tions. You are welcome to add to this list. 
 
 Food  Nature  Animals  Boats  Containers 
 
 Ask the groups to walk carefully through the exhibition Empire of Things to find  
     one work of art to begin their collection. Be sure to remind students to stay with  

         their group.  
 
Once you have chosen a work of art for your collection, talk quietly in your group about  
why your chosen object fits in your collection. 
 
Bring the groups together to share what they have found. Take a few minutes to hear from 

each group. After each group has presented, if you can, connect their presentations to the 
themes of Empire of Things—travel, trade, global expansion, collecting. 

 
Now that everyone has selected a work of art, we are going to share what you have  
     chosen and why you think it fits in your collection.   
 
Ask each group: 

 Please take us to the work of art that you have chosen. 
 What is your collection type?  
 Why did you choose this work of art for your collection?  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
This exhibition tells the story of things and collecting. 

 

 

 

Concluding Idea: 
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Gallery Activity: Be a Collector 



   

7. Forms of Thought:  
The Story of Ideas and Feelings / the Intangible World 
 

 
 

What do you think  is the subject of this painting? the woman 
Why do you think that? big, center of painting, lighter value/contrast, 
only person 
 
 

Notice how this person looks and what she is wearing. Also notice the different things  
surrounding her. They help to tell her story. 
Let’s describe what we see:  

 What is the woman doing? Does she seem happy or sad? 
 What different objects do you see around her?   
 As students identify things, ask them what the objects might mean or how   
 they might connect to the woman’s story.  
 For example: There are blackbirds in the sky. What kind of mood do they  
 communicate? How might this connect to the woman? Imagine how the mood 
 would change if they were bluebirds.  

 Sundial: passing of time or change 
 Letters:  old letters from her husband-their changed relationship 
 Devotional book and rosary: relate to the meaning of her name “the pious 

one” (good person that does the right things—virtuous) 
 Ivy: fidelity, faithfulness 
 Ring: wedding ring / marriage 

 
The Story: La Pia married an Italian magistrate (government official) who became very jealous 
because he thought she would be unfaithful, or would fall in love with someone else. He locked 
her away in a castle that was in a mosquito-infested swamp. She disappeared under mysterious 
circumstances.  
 Based on the details in this painting, do you think La Pia loved her husband and was a 
 good and faithful wife or not?  Why? 
 
What feelings and ideas are a part of this painting? sadness, love, jealousy, cruelty 
The feelings and ideas in this painting are things that we feel or think about, but can’t touch—
they are intangible. 
 

The works of art in the exhibition Forms of Thought are telling the story of 
ideas, beliefs, and feelings—the intangible. 

Concluding Idea: 
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Focused Looking: La Pia de’ Tolomei 





   

8. This Land: The Story of Place and Identity 
 

 
 
 

The places that we live, and work , and play become a part of who we are. The exhibition This 
Land tells a story of American identity, or what it means to be American. 

 
Let’s think about that as we look at this painting titled Morning in the Adiron-
dacks.  
Where do your eyes go first when you look at this work of art? Why do you 
think they go there first? 
How do your eyes move through the work of art?  
What do you see in this  landscape? Mountain, trees, lake, boat, cabin, trees 
cut down. 

Would you describe this landscape as boring or majestic? 
The artist Sanford Robinson Gifford created a painting that makes the American landscape look 
beautiful and powerful and like a place where people should live, didn’t he? 
 
The Adirondacks are a mountain range in New York Sate (Prop: Map of US – New York).  
How does this land look different from the land you would find here where we live? 

 
 
 

Instructions to begin activity: 
 If students haven’t already been assigned a group, divide them into three groups  
     of three or four  students. Teachers might have suggestions about which students  
     should be grouped together. 
 
 Ask the students to explore the  exhibition This Land with their group. Define the bound-

aries of the exhibition. Ask each group to find one landscape and discuss among them-
selves what they see and how it communicates something about being American. Or 
maybe  even something about someone who lives in Kansas or Lawrence.  

 
 Then have each group share what they found with each of the other groups. 
 
 Students may notice that there is a lot of Midwestern art. You could discus why that 

might be. The collection was formed in the Midwest. 
 

Landscapes help tell the story of places and the people  
that live in those places. 

Concluding Idea: 
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Focused Looking: Morning in the Adirondacks 

Activity: Place and Identity 



 
 

 



 

 

Review: 
Today we looked at the different ways that art tells stories in the Spencer Museum of 
Art.  
 
What are some of the stories told by exhibitions in the museum? Story of: 
 Being human 
 Traveling to other places and collecting 
 Time 
 Place 
 Ideas and feelings 
 Identity 
 
What are some ways that artists tell stories through art? 
 Visual Properties 
 Techniques 
 Media 
 Symbols 
 Subject  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Invitation to Return: 
We hope that you will be able to come back soon and show your family and friends the 
art that you have seen. And look at some new art and learn new stories.  
 
Be sure to visit the Art Cart on the weekends where you can do a free art-making  
activity in the museum. (Prop: Picture of Art Cart) 
 
 
 
The End………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 

Tour Conclusion 
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